SUMMARY Penicillinase-producing strains of Neisseria gonorrhoeae (PPNG) were detected in nine out of 27 (3 2%o) treatment failures in 310 cases of acute gonococcal urethritis in men in Lusaka, Zambia. Minimum inhibitory concentrations of penicillin for 17-2% of 233 gonococcal isolates were<0 05 I,g/ml, for 38-20%o between 0 125 and 0 25 Ag/ml, and for 46-607o )0 5 Ag/ml.
Introduction
Although penicillin is still the drug of choice for the treatment of gonorrhoea, continued surveillance of the susceptibility of gonococci to penicillin has become mandatory because of increasing drug resistance. The emergence of penicillinase-producing Neisseria gonorrhoeae (PPNG) Treatment of PPNG infections will be a serious problem since the choice of alternative therapy is limited to a few drugs, which at the moment are prohibitively expensive for the inadequate health budgets. In addition to these problems there is little hope for an immediate remedy because many countries do not have enough trained staff and resources to carry out large-scale control programmes. The only practical approach would be to adopt a simplified control strategy within the primary health care programmes, which many countries are presently planning. STD management at all the health centres, large and small, must be improved as a priority before any community-based control is attempted. Lack of awareness and concern among clinicians is part of the problem, and medical personnel must be made aware of the special problems of gonorrhoea and be motivated to take appropriate action. Staining by Gram's method is a simple procedure that should be used routinely for initial diagnosis and for tests of cure. All treatment failures should be identified and retreated with spectinomycin.
Providers of health care in African countries must pay serious attention to the increasing problems of gonorrhoea control. Zambia has taken the first step forward in developing a small network of special clinics in the provinces, and a national STD control programme has recently been launched. As far as PPNG are concerned, it is obvious that endemic pockets in a few countries can threaten the efforts being made all over the world; hence nothing short of a concentrated global action can be expected to provide an adequate remedy.
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